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ANNCR:? 

THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA WILL CONTINUE ON ITS PRESENT 
COURSE DESPITE THE DEATH OF PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI. VOA NEWS 
ANALYST EDWARD CONLEY HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS: 
TEXT: 

PERSONALIZED DIPLOMACY HAS ALMOST BECOME A TRADEMARK 
OF UNITED STATES FOREIGH POLICY THESE DAYS, AND THE 
MAN MOST CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THAT APPROACH IS SECRETARY 
OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER. YET IT WAS DOCTOR KISSINGER 
HIMSELF WHO THIS WEEK ACKNOWLEDGED THAT AS FAR AS SINOQ- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS ARE CONCERNED, PERSONAL ATTITUDES HAVE 
LITTLE TO DO WITH THEIR PROGRESS, 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE WAS ANSVIERING A NEWS CONFERENCE 
QUESTION ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF \VIASHINGTON-PEKING 
RELATIONS FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI. 
SECRETARY KISSINGER'S ADMIRATION FOR CHOU EN-LAI AS A 
STATESMAN IS WELL KNOWN. BUT AS HE SAID AT THIS WEEK'S 
MEETING WITH THE PRESS "I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT IT WAS CCHOU'S) 
PERSONALITY ALONE OR PRINCIPALLY™ THAT WAS THE BASIS OF 
THE CURRENT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
CHINA. IN OTHER WORDS, THERE ‘ERE OTHER LEADERS IN CHINA ~~ 
UNDOUBTEDLY INCLUDING MAO TSE-TUNG -- WHO WANTED TO BREAK 


THE ICE BETWEEN PEKING AND WASHINGTON, 
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MORE BASIC TO THE QUESTION OF WHAT HAPPENS AFTER 
CHOU IS THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH SINO-AMERICAN RELATIONS ARE 
EVOLVING ... THE BELIEF THAT FRIENDLY RELATIONS SERVE 
THE INTERESTS OF BOTH COUNTRIES, AS DOCTOR KISSINGER 
BLUNTLY PUT IT: CHINA'S INTEREST IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE UNITED STATES DEPENDS ON ITS ASSESSMENT OF THE 
RELEVANCE OF THE U.S, TO PROBLEMS FACING CHINA «+. FOR 
INSTANCE, THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN REGARD TO WORLD 
EQUILIBRIUM, PERSONALITIES ~~ EVEN THOSE AS CONSIDERABLE 
AS CHOU EN-LAI -- DO NOT ENTER THE PICTURE. 

THE UNITED STATES -- IN THE POST-CHOU PERIOD -- STILL 
ATTACHES THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO ITS RELATIONS WITH THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. AND, THERE ARE CLEAR INDICATIONS 
THAT PEKING IS NOT ABOUT TO TURN OFF THE DIALOGUE, AS 
FUNERAL SERVICES FOR PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI WERE BEING HELD 
THURSDAY, CHINA'S MAJOR NEWSPAPERS AND OFFICIAL RADIO 
CALLED FOR A CONTINUATION OF WHAT WAS CALLED THE COUNTRY'S 
REVOLUTIONARY FOREIGN POLICY. THE MESSAGE ALSO CALLED 
FOR A CONTINUATION OF PRESENT INTERNAL POLICIES, 

COPT) A HINDSIGHT INDICATION THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
IMMEDIATE CHANGES IN CHINA'S POLICIES IS FOUND IN THE 
IMPORTANT JOINT NEW YEAR'S DAY EDITORIAL PUBLISHED IN THE 
COUNTRY’S MAJOR NEWSPAPERS A WEEK BEFORE PREMIER CHOU'S 
DEATH. IT STRONGLY ADVOCATED MISTER CHOU'TS PROPOSAL TO 
BUILD A MODERN, DEVELOPED NATION BY THE END OF THE 


CENTURY. CEND OPT) 
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PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI WAS A STATESMAN OF GREAT MAGNITUDE 

WHO ENUNCIATED MOST OF CHINA'S MAJOR POLICIES, 8UT THERE 

ARE AS YET NO INDICATIONS THAT HIS DEATH WILL LEAD 

TO CHANGES OF DIRECTION IN CHINA POLICY TODAY OR IN THE 

NEAR FUTURE, THE ONLY CHANGE IS THE ABSENCE OF A MAJOR 

WORLD FIGURE, 


JS/PBN 


